

Adopted 2/12/19


Introduced by Council Member Wilson and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Newby, Morgan, Hazouri, Pittman, Anderson, Schellenberg, Boyer, Gulliford, Becton, Bowman, Brosche, Dennis, Ferraro, Freeman, Gaffney, Love, and White:
RESOLUTION 2019-61-A
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING JACKSONVILLE FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT ENGINEER (RETIRED) WAYNE DOOLITTLE FOR HIS LIFETIME OF SERVICE AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, following in the footsteps of his father who was a volunteer firefighter at Station 27 in Arlington, JFRD Engineer (Retired) Wayne Doolittle served as a firefighter throughout the City of Jacksonville from 1963 to 1995. Mr. Doolittle’s assignment to Rescue 9 made him one of the first firefighters to participate in the department’s introduction of the Rescue Division in 1967; and


WHEREAS, as JFRD’s Volunteer Coordinator from 1991-1995, Mr. Doolittle served under Fire Chief Charles Clark and Mayor Ed Austin and organized dozens of projects and special events. Mr. Doolittle helped launch the Jacksonville Fire Museum in the early 1980s and assisted with its relocation from Bay Street to Metropolitan Park in the early 1990s. Mr. Doolittle produced the JFRD yearbook, wrote the JFRD annual reports and served as department photographer. He also initiated the JFRD retirees’ luncheon, which is attended by more than 450 retirees annually; and 

WHEREAS, because it fulfilled one of his father’s lifelong dreams, Wayne Doolittle’s most treasured accomplishment was the creation of the team that designed and built the Fallen Firefighter Memorial wall at Fire Station 1 in 1987. This memorial honors the Jacksonville Firefighters who have lost their lives in the line of duty since 1885 and is the site of the annual Fallen Firefighter Memorial ceremony; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Doolittle has remained active after retiring from JFRD by coordinating community appearances of the oldest living JFRD firefighters, operating an antique fire engine in local parades and coordinating myriad details with about 175 retiree funerals over the last decade. Engineer Doolittle started the Jacksonville Retired Firefighters Association in 2007, which now has approximately 500 retired members from JFRD, and he partnered with the Fire Museum Curator to begin the annual Widows’ Luncheon; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends JFRD Engineer Wayne Doolittle for his lifetime of service to the city of Jacksonville and the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department. Mr. Doolittle has always said “yes” when somebody asks for help and he has always gone beyond the call of duty to improve the lives of those in the firefighter community and within the city as a whole.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Colleen Hampsey, City Council Research
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